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According to data from the Alameda County Transportation Commission (ACTC), the City of Oakland, along with
the Cities of Berkeley and Emeryville, has the lowest per capita rate of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the county
(13.2, 11.4, and 10.3 respectively in 2020, compared to a county average of 19.4 and nine-county regional average
of 19.8), meaning that individuals who live in Oakland on average drive substantially less than individuals living in
other cities in the county and region, and therefore have a significantly reduced carbon footprint. Research findings
from the study led by Chris Jones at the University of California, Berkeley (coolclimate.berkeley.edu), also note
that the single most impactful method available to the City of Oakland to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
local policies is through urban infill development, findings which have been affirmed in other studies, including as
summarized in an October 2020 report prepared by Smart Grown America and Transportation for America entitled,
“Driving Down Emissions: Transportation, Land Use, and Climate Change.

In addition, the City of Oakland 2030 Equitable Climate Action Plan (ECAP) sets the City’s roadmap to reducing
Oakland’s local climate emissions a minimum of fifty-six percent (56%) from 2005 levels by 2030. To that end, the
ECAP Action TLU-1 calls for the General Plan, upon its next update, to align with the City’s greenhouse gas
(GHG) reduction, adaptation, resilience, and equity goals.

The Plan Bay Area 2050 — the Bay Area region’s long-range strategic plan for transportation, housing, the
economy, and the environment also identifies substantial portions of Oakland as areas in which the region must
focus housing development (“Priority Development Areas™), and acknowledges that building housing within cities
with low per capita rates of vehicle miles traveled is critical to reducing the region’s transportation related
greenhouse gas emissions, and includes housing strategies to allow for a greater mix of housing densities within
without Priority Development Areas, select Transit-Rich Areas, and select High-Resource Areas (Action H3), and
to construct additional housing to ensure homes for all (Action H4).

Finally, the 2022 California Air Resources Board (CARB) Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality,
Appendix D (Local Actions) and Appendix E (Sustainable and Equitable Communities) explains that reducing
VMT, including by encouraging future housing production and multi-use development in infill locations and other
areas in ways that make future trip origins and destinations closer together and create more viable environments for
transit, walking, and biking, is necessary and must be accelerated for the State of California to achieve long-term

carbon neutrality goals.
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